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In 1958, the 29-year-old Martin Luther King, Jr. memorably 

observed in the magazine Gospel Messenger that “the arc of the 

moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.” Right now, 

it feels as though that arc needs both underpinning and lateral 

pressure. We find ourselves today in a cultural and political reality 

that challenges our values at home and abroad, and threatens 

freedom and equity, especially for the most vulnerable amongst us. 

In these times of domestic and global turbulence, the fulfillment of 

Dalai Lama Fellows’ purpose is more urgent than ever before.

At the core of our work is the mission to build a global movement 

of young leaders committed to applying universal values to 

address challenges around the world. We are investing in these 

leaders now, to strengthen the prospect for a more just future. 

DLF’s global family of more than 100 Fellows from 25 nations is 

leading with compassion and ethics on campuses, at their project 

sites and at workplaces around the world. Our core values —

integrity, interdependence, resilience, “humbition” and courage  

—describe the society to which we aspire and the kind of leadership 

that we cultivate, the kind that right now seems to be increasingly 

undervalued and imperilled. In response, we are redoubling our 

efforts, digging deep for resilience and especially for courage: 

the courage to withstand and to persevere, to hold the course for 

morality, justice and collaborative action.

Over the past year, we are pleased to have brought 19 2016 

Fellows, 70 first-time donors and scores of new allies and partners 

into our community. We hosted eight “Conversations Matter” 

gatherings—free public events in Northern California and New York 

City, on the topic of moral courage. This spring, we will welcome 

the 2017 Dalai Lama Fellows with open arms and open hearts. 

They will be the first class to experience our collaborative online 

learning platform, which will enable us to magnify and deepen our 

impact with both Fellows and other constituencies.

We are also laying the groundwork this year to launch two new 

initiatives: “City Fellows,” in which we will name Fellows jointly with 

municipalities in the U.S. and internationally, and “Fellows at Work,” 

where we will bring our “Head, Heart and Hands” leadership 

curriculum to the business sector.

Thank you for joining us on this important journey. We appreciate 

your continuing support and engagement as we move forward.

With gratitude,

Marty Krasney 

     Executive Director

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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OUR WORK
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http://bit.ly/DLFApproach


Photo by Denise Applewhite

Dalai Lama Fellows is Reimagining Leadership by cultivating 

and supporting a global movement of next generation leaders 

applying universal values to solve global challenges

>
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“Our world faces daunting challenges that can only 
be overcome if all of us, especially young people, 
make commitments to thinking and acting out of 

a genuine sense of global responsibility.

 It heartens me to know that this global program 
focuses on promoting leadership, improving cross 

cultural and inter-religious cooperation, diminishing 
violence, mitigating economic disparities, and 

enhancing environmental sustainability.”

— The Fourteenth Dalai Lama
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> Dalai Lama Fellows provides 

an opportunity for next 

generation leaders to apply 

the Dalai Lama’s teachings 

on mindfulness, compassion 

and universal values to 

solving global challenges
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Diminishing Violence Mitigating Economic 

Disparities

Working for 

Gender Equity

Enhancing 

Environmental 

Sustainability

Improving Cross-

Cultural & Interreligious 

Cooperation

Over the course of a year, with the support of mentors 

and coaches, each Fellow designs and implements an original 

social impact project addressing global challenges:
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After completing their Project Year, Fellows become part of a LifeLong Learning 

Community, where they continue to engage around our vision and core 

values, while turning to each other and to us for support and collaboration.

>
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DALAI LAMA 
FELLOWS
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http://bit.ly/2joDKyM


We welcomed 19 Dalai Lama Fellows into our 2015 Class and 19 Fellows 

into our 2016 Class. Our global community comprises 101 Fellows, 

representing more than 20 institutions and 25 nationalities.

New affiliated institutions include: African Leadership Academy; Boğaziçi 

University in Istanbul, Turkey; EARTH University in Costa Rica; Koç University in 
Istanbul, Turkey; Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, USA; Nalanda University 
in Bihar, India; and University of Virginia in Charlottesville, Virginia, USA.
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Rehan Adamjee

Stanford University 

Karachi, Pakistan

Cemre Agaoglu

Koç University 

Istanbul, Turkey

Ngor Majak Anyieth

African Leadership Academy 

Bor, Jonglei State, South Sudan

Charles Batte

World Merit 

Nansana, Uganda

Shantell Bingham

University of Virginia 

Charlottesville, Virginia, USA

Sanchita Das

Tata Institute of Social Studies 

Mumbai, India

Hannah 
Dehradunwala

New York University 

New York, New York, USA

Artem Demchenko

University of Virginia 

Charlottesville, Virginia, USA

Alex Ding

Global Citizen Year 

Chicago, llinois, USA

Grace Amponsah

Ashesi University 

Berekuso, Ghana

2015 CLASS
 

Institution and Project Location
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Samir Goel

New York University 

New York, New York, USA

Sofia Gomez-Doyle

NYU, Abu Dhabi 

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Emma Leiken

Oberlin College 

Chiplun, India

Marc Maxey

Princeton University 

Detroit, Michigan, USA

Paula Munoz

Peralta Community College 

Berkeley, California, USA

Ritu Muralidharan

NYU, Abu Dhabi 

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Maggie Paul

Tata Institute of Social Studies 

Mumbai, India

Mary Sargious

UC Irvine 

Irvine, California, USA

LaDarrien Gillette

Spelman College 

Atlanta, Georgia, USA

2015 CLASS
 

Institution and Project Location
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Benjamin Brunot

McGill University 

Montréal, Canada

Synclaire Butler

Spelman College 

Atlanta, Georgia & San 

Francisco, California, USA

Garreth Chan

NYU, Abu Dhabi 

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Blessing Chukwuaja

EARTH University 

Guácimo, Costa Rica

Ayşegül Çilekrenkli

Boğaziçi University 

Istanbul, Turkey

Yania Escobar

Peralta Community College 

Oakland, California, USA

Egeman Feliz

Koç University 

Istanbul, Turkey

Andrew Hallak

UC Irvine 

Irvine, California, USA

Assama Ketegou

New York University 

New York, New York, USA

Kumar Kunal Jha

Tata Institute of Social Studies 

Mumbai, India

2016 CLASS
 

Institution and Project Location
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Louisa Liles

Oberlin College 

Dallas, Texas, USA

Abinash Mohanty

Nalanda University 

Bihar, India

Derick Omari

Ashesi University 

Berekuso, Ghana

Hind Ourahou

African Leadership Academy 

Casablanca, Morocco

Sarah Richmond

Global Citizen Year 

Portland, Oregon, USA

Matthew Silberman

Princeton University 

Princeton, New Jersey, USA

Sadaf Taimur

World Merit 

Rawalpindi, Pakistan

Vy Tran

Stanford University 

Oaxaca, Mexico

Best Uchehara

Morehouse College 

Atlanta, Georgia, USA

2016 CLASS
 

Institution and Project Location
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2015 FELLOWS: 
PROJECT SPOTLIGHTS
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2015

NGOR MAJAK 
ANYIETH

SOUTH SUDAN

Project: Education Bridge

Started a local school where he 
convened 20 high school students 

from opposing ethnic tribes to engage 
in cross collaborative dialogue

PLAY VIDEO
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https://youtu.be/5e0-yrm6l5c


2015

RITU 
MURALIDHARAN 

& SOFIA 
GOMEZ-DOYLE

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

Project: Girls’ Education Network

Served 278 girls in middle school & 
high school representing 22 different 

schools throughout Abu Dhabi

PLAY VIDEO
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https://youtu.be/T0KEHpvNYlU


2015

SAMIR GOEL 
& HANNAH 

DEHRADUNWALA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Project: Transfernation

Redeployed approximately 16,500 
pounds of surplus food from companies 

and restaurants to homeless shelters 
and soup kitchens in New York City

PLAY VIDEO
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https://youtu.be/D96RnKncd7A


2015

SANCHITA DAS

INDIA

Project: 
AGRENDIA: Green Saavy Leaders

Worked with teachers and 24 tribal 
youth to design an ecological learning 

tool for environmental conservation

PLAY VIDEO
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https://youtu.be/Zdmrjmg9YVI


2015

DR. CHARLES 
BATTE

UGANDA

Project: Tree Adoption Uganda

Empowered 20 young agro- 
entrepreneurs in rural communities, 

combating unemployment & 
environmental degradation. Planted 

10,570 trees and reached 1,650 youth 
through activities with three schools. 

PLAY VIDEO
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https://youtu.be/-8AG5pasqss


PUBLIC PROGRAMS 
& EVENTS
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http://bit.ly/2dqGfQw


In March of 2016, in alignment 

with the Dalai Lama’s call for more 

dialogue across differences, we 

launched Conversations Matter, 

a series of experiential public 

programs on the topic of moral 

courage and compassion.

Conversations Matter features 

social change leaders along 

with Dalai Lama Fellows who are 

exemplars of moral courage within 

their respective fields, including 

healthcare, education, workplace 

behavior and environmental justice.

>

>
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We hosted eight conversations in 

New York City and Northern California. 

Diverse groups of young leaders, 

students, artists, and professionals 

joined in community and conversation.  

People came together to engage in 

conversations on topics such as:

• Improving Access to Health

• Applying Moral Courage   

   to Social Innovation

• Courage in Designing for   

 Inner Transformation

• The Courage to Forgive

>

>
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FINANCIALS
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2015–2016 INCOME STATEMENT

July 1, 2015 to June 30, 2016

Revenue

Foundations 

Individuals 

Other Revenue 

Total Revenue

$662,000 

$384,1 17 

$13,574 

$1,059,691

Expenses

Program 

General & Administrative 

Occupancy 

Resource Development 

Total Expenses

$521,622 

$1 19,494 

$43,296 

$102,313 

$786,725

     

Contribution to Fund Balance

 

$272,966
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STAFF & ADVISORS
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Marty Krasney

Executive Director

Bidisha Banerjee*

Program and 

Curriculum Director

Joel Bombardier*

Program Assistant

Natalie Conneely

Director of Resource 

Development

Uvinie Lubecki

Director of Programs 

and Partnerships

OUR STAFF

Bela Shah

Director of Fellows

Chris Simamora*

Program Director

Joash Wampande

Administrative Assistant

*Former Staff Members: Chris Simamora, December 2015 • Bidisha Banerjee, July 2016 • Joel Bombardier, July 2016
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http://bit.ly/2duUm5I


Evan Alderson

Founding Director, School for 

the Contemporary Arts and 

Graduate Liberal Studies Program, 

Simon Fraser University

Mirabai Bush

Co-Founder, Center for 

Contemplative Mind in Society

Susan Bauer-Wu*

President, 

Mind & Life Institute

Pema Chödrön

Buddhist Teacher and Author

Natasha Deganello 
Giraudie 

Co-Chair, Advisory Council; 

CEO, Micro-Documentaries

OUR ADVISORY COUNCIL

Thupten Jinpa

Principal English Translator 

to the Fourteenth Dalai 

Lama; Buddhist Scholar, 

McGill University

Kavita Ramdas

Former Senior Advisor, 

Ford Foundation, 

President; Former CEO, 

Global Fund for Women

Amy Rao

Co-Chair, Advisory Council; 

Founder & CEO, Integrated 

Archive Systems; President, 

The 11th Hour Project of the 

Schmidt Family Foundation

Lawrence Wilkinson

Chairman, Heminge & 

Condell; Co-Founder and 

Former President, Global 

Business Network

Owsley Brown III

Social Entrepreneur & 

Documentary Filmmaker

*Starting 2017
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http://bit.ly/2draiXE


SUPPORTERS
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PRIVATE FOUNDATIONS

Fiscal Year 2016 (July 1, 2015–June 30, 2016)

We thank the following institutional donors for their 

indispensable support and meaningful partnership.

• 11th Hour Project of the Schmidt Family Foundation

• Dalai Lama Trust

• Fenwick Foundation

• Flora Family Foundation

• George Family Foundation

• Isabel Allende Foundation

• Marisla Foundation
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS

We are grateful to our loyal and growing community of supporters who 

enable our program to flourish and expand. This list includes donors who 

gave gifts of $100 or more between July 1, 2015 and June 30, 2016.

• Suzanne Badenhoop & 

 Guy Lampard

• Anita Baker & David Olsen

• Bidisha Banerjee &  

 George Collins

• Scott Beth & Keith Jantzen

• Marlow Brooks

• Owsley Brown III

• Kate Brumage

• Patricia Burbank &  

 Michael Kilgroe

• Mirabai Bush

• Lew Butler

• Andrew Camden

• Ann Cammack 

• Marg & Charles Cammack III 

• Colleen Carroll

• Morrow Cater

• Pat Christen

• Jakee Cohen

• John Congdon

• Marion Congdon

• Heather & Jose Conneely

• Natasha Deganello Giraudie

• Adelaide Donnelley

• Ned Engle

• Nancy Farese

• Robert Fisher

• Cheri Forrester

• Anita Frank

• Paula & John Gambs

• Barbara Geisler

• Mark Grace & Steven Jensen 

• Mary Griffin

• Karina Hamilton

• Judy Himes

• Jim Himes

• David Hodgson

• Sharon Hoffman-Manning

• Mikiko Huang

• Sarah Jackson

• Timothy Johnson

• Aaron Kahlow

• Frank Kaufmann

• KC Kelley

• Prudence Kohler

• Ladislav Kossar

• Marty Krasney
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• Parker Krasney

• Thomas Layton

• Michael Lerner

• Terry and John Levin

• Noberto Li

• Hanmin Liu

• Mary Lloyd Estrin

• Elizabeth Maier

• Malcolm Margolin

• Oliver Martin

• Janet Maughan

• Gerry & Jim McCullough

• Nion McEvoy

• Christney McGlashan & 

 Bill McGlashan Sr. 

• Marie McGlashan &  

 Bill McGlashan Jr. 

• Garrett Mitchell

• Anne & Alan Morrison

• Richard Neff

• Doug & Emilie Ogden

• Julie & Will Parish

• JaMel & Tom Perkins

• Aimee & Greg Price

• Marcelo Quiroga

• Kavita Ramdas

• Amy Rao

• Peter Raymond

• Robert Rees

• Amanda Rees

• Karen Reyhan

• Diana & Jonathan Rose

• Lynne & Marty Rudolph

• Martha Ryan

• Barbara & Bob Sanderson

• Samantha Sanderson & 

 Charles Cammack

• Ellen Schall

• Joseph Sciortino

• Marjorie & Tomas Sennett

• David Sheff

• Loy Sheflott

• Nancy Shelby

• Matthew Silberman

• Christian Simamora

• Jenepher Stowell

• Chade-Meng Tan

• Gladys Thacher

• Sharon Trahan

• Libby Weathers

• Denise Weinstein

• Karen & Mark Wilding

• Gaby Wilkerson

• Lawrence Wilkinson

• Carolyn Zecca Ferris

We welcomed four new members to the “Head, Heart and Hands 

Fund,” a group of donors who give $10,000 or more annually.

To learn more about supporting our work, please contact Natalie Conneely, 

Director of Resource Development, at nconneely@dalailamafellows.org
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THANK YOU

We are grateful to the following individuals, who have shared their time 

and skills with us to advance the work of Dalai Lama Fellows.

• Rehan Adamjee,   

 Paladina Health

• Vincanne Adams,    

University of California,  

 San Francisco 

• Millicent Adjei,   

 Ashesi University 

• Yolanda Alindor, The San  

 Francisco Foundation

• Elaine Baker,    

 Educational Consultant

• Sujatha Baliga, Restorative  

 Justice Project

• Yeleka Barrett, Ashoka 

• Molly Benson,   

 Voiceover Artist 

• Dylan Bertus,   

 McGill University 

• Beth Blissman, Oberlin College 

• Alison Boden,    

 Princeton University 

• David Bonbright,    

 Keystone Accountability

• Mert Cetinkaya, Koç University 

• Saurabh Choudhary,   

     Nalanda University 

• Michelle Clement,   

     Freelance Designer 

• Danica Conneely,   

     Freelance Designer 

• Heather Conneely, Facebook 

• Dr. Leah Creque,    

     Morehouse College 

• Doug Cutchins, NYU, Abu Dhabi 

• Tejas Doshi, Tej Productions 

• Bill Duane, Google 

• Morgan Duffy, Alphabet

• Alec Fischer, Twin Cities PBS

• Marshall Ganz,    

     Harvard University 

• Vincent Garcia,    

 Admissions Recruitment  

 & College Counselor 

• David Germano,    

 University of Virginia 

• Samir Goel, LinkedIn 

• Sofia Gomez-Doyle,  

 NYU, Abu Dhabi 

• Katherine Gordon,  

 EARTH University

• Ece Gunay, 

 Boğaziçi University

• Karina Hamilton, UC Irvine 

• Marlou Hermsen,   

 World Merit 

• Emmy Highsmith,   

     Global Citizen Year 
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• Greg Hodge,    

     Khepera Consulting

• Dr. Mikiko Huang, California  

 Pacific Medical Center

• Lisa Kail, 

 New York University 

• Dacher Keltner, UC Berkeley 

• Paul Kist, TRAACKR

• Max Klau, New Politics   

 Leadership Academy

• Elizabeth Koppe, 

 The Olive Tree Initiative

• Rosemary Kotei,   

 Ashesi University

• Liam Lynch, University of   

 San Francisco: DLF Social  

 Media & Marketing Intern 

• Angela Magao, University of   

 San Francisco: DLF Social  

 Media & Marketing Intern 

• John Malloy, Healer & Teacher

• Irshad Manji, 

 Moral Courage Project

• Konda Mason, 

 Impact Hub Oakland 

• Pastor Mike McBride,  

 The Way Christian Center

• Chris McKenna, Mindful Schools

• Karen Meneghin, 

 Art-to-Market 

• Karl Mollohan, 

 Freelance Producer & Editor 

• Chris Murchison, Hope Labs

• Hilary Neff, Wholesome Wave

• Andy Ng, Google 

• Tom Ogden, 

 Wesleyan University

• Birju Pandya, ServiceSpace.org

• Dana Pearlman, Mycelium

• Nick Petzack, Oberlin College 

• Rena Polat, Koç University 

• Aimee Price, Ari Bhod 

• Pancho Ramos Stierle,  

 ServiceSpace.org

• Peter Raymond,    

    The New Bureau

• Amanda Rees, The 11th    

 Hour Project, The Schmidt  

 Family Foundation

• Van Riper, Google

• Oren Salzburg, Commonweal

• Cliff Saron, UC Davis 

• Ellen Schall, New York University

• Dr. Sriram Shamasunder,  

 HEAL Initiative

• Chris Simamora, Code 2040

• Dr. Cynthia Spence,   

     Spelman College 

• Fred Swaniker, 

 African Leadership Academy

• Chade-Meng Tan, Search Inside  

 Yourself Leadership Institute

• Mark Valentine,    

 ReFrame It Consulting

• Vivienne Walz, McGill University

• Michelle Yong,    

 Freelance Designer

• Lorena Zalles, Google 

• Yi Zang, VIA, Social   

 Innovations Program Director

Many members of our global community have contributed to our impact in countless ways. 

Please accept our sincerest apologies if your name was accidentally omitted from this list. 
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“Because of the sad state of the world, 
we need Dalai Lama Fellows more than ever. 

We need to focus on building more empathetic 
and compassionate leaders.”

— Kavita N. Ramdas 

Dalai Lama Fellows Advisory Council Member  

Former Senior Advisor to Ford Foundation President 

Former CEO of Global Fund for Women
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STAY CONNECTED

info@dalailamafellows.org & www.dalailamafellows.org

Facebook • Twitter • Medium • YouTube 
Instagram • LinkedIn • Google Plus

DONATE
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https://dalailamafellows.wedid.it/
https://www.facebook.com/DalaiLamaFellows
https://twitter.com/dlfellows
https://medium.com/@DLFellows
http://www.youtube.com/user/DLFellows
http://instagram.com/dlfellows
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dalai-lama-fellows
https://plus.google.com/+DalailamafellowsOrg/posts
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